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inhuman our higher superstition may prove,
it will make us feel that we are masters of
a mystical secret, that we have a faith to
defend, and that, like all philosophers, we
have taken a ticket in a lottery in which if
we hit on the truth, even if it seems a blank,
we shall have drawn the first prize.

Orthodoxy in New England, even so trans-
formed and attenuated, did not of course
hold the field alone. There are material-
ists by instinct in every age and country;
there are always private gentlemen whom
the clergy and the professors cannot deceive.
Here and there a medical or scientific man,
or a man of letters, will draw from his special
pursuits some hint of the nature of things at
large; or a political radical will nurse un-
dying wrath against all opinions not tartly
hostile to church and state. But these
clever people are not organised, they are not
always given to writing, nor speculative
enough to make a system out of their con-
victions. The enthusiasts and the peda-
gogues naturally flock to the other camp.
The very competence which scientific people
and connoisseurs have in their special fields
disinclines them to generalise, or renders their